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Spring 1  The circus 
Prior learning 

 
 
 

 

Lesson objective 
 

To introduce the unit ‘El 
circo’ (The Circus) and 

explain to the pupils that 
they are going to enter 

Federico’s circus and will 
learn how to say 7 circus 

acts in Spanish. 

To introduce the pupils 
to the third circus act, 

the trapeze artist, from 
Federico’s circus in 

Spanish. 

To introduce the pupils 
to the fourth circus act, 

the clown, from 
Federico’s circus in 

Spanish. 

To introduce the pupils 
to the fifth circus act, the 

magician, from 
Federico’s circus in 

Spanish. 

To introduce the pupils 
to the sixth circus act, 

the ballerina, from 
Federico’s circus in 

Spanish. 

To introduce the pupils 
to the seventh, and final, 
circus act, the tightrope 
walker, from Federico’s 

circus in Spanish. 

Key vocabulary 
 

El circo = The Circus  
el malabarista = the 
juggler  
la ciclista = the cyclist  
El malabarista hace 
malabares = The juggler 
juggles.  
La ciclista pedalea = The 
cyclist pedals. 

la trapecista = the 
trapeze artist  
La trapecista se balancea 
= The trapeze artist 
swings. 

el payaso = the clown  
El payaso se ríe = The 
clown laughs. 

el mago = the magician 
El mago hace magia = 
The magician does 
magic. 

la bailarina = the 
ballerina  
La bailarina baila = The 
ballerina dances. 

la funambulista = the 
tightrope walker  
La funambulista 
mantiene el equilibrio = 
The tightrope walker 
balances. 

Creative context 
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Substantive 
knowledge 

 

Recognise, recall and 
remember up to 7 
different circus acts in 
Spanish. Attempt to 
recognise, recall and 
remember a short 
phrase for each  
circus act in Spanish.  
Learn to listen 
attentively to, 
understand and 
participate actively in a 
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Spanish song about the 
circus acts. 

Spanish song about the 
circus acts. 

Spanish song about the 
circus acts. 
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circus acts. 

Spanish song about the 
circus acts. 

Spanish song about the 
circus acts. 

Disciplinary 
knowledge 

 

ci sound in ‘la ciclista’ 
and ‘la trapecista’  
co sound in ‘el circo’ 
and ‘Federico’ Accents. 
Accents can only be 
written on vowels in 
Spanish and  
indicate the vowel is 
stressed. Therefore, the 
stress falls on the 
syllable with the vowel. 
As seen in ‘adiós’ and 
‘se ríe’ 
Nouns & 
articles/determiners. 
We will start to notice 
that in Spanish there 
are often more options 
for single words like 
determiners than in 
English. For example, 
as seen with the word 
for ‘the’ in Spanish; ‘el 
payaso' but ‘la 
trapecista'. We will see 
that this happens a lot 
in Spanish and learn 
why in future units! 
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Recorded learning 
 

Writing: Stick images in 
books of 2 circus acts 

with Spanish label and 
translate into English. 

Reading: Trimmed sheet 
(Reading task medium) 
in books. Colour correct 

act. 

Speaking: Stick picture in 
book. Begin learning 

some of the song.  

Reading: Trimmed sheet 
(Reading task 2) in 

books. Circle correct 
word. 

Writing: Stick in pictures 
of performers, label with 

Spanish name. 

Listening: Use the audio 
on slide 21. Give children 

printed picture of each 
act cut up. Ask them to 

stick the acts in the 
order of the audio clips 
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Future learning 
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